Biographies in the Portuguese Thought of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the publication of Teixeira de Pascoaes’ São Paulo.
The Institute for Cultural Sciences Pe. Manuel Antunes, in partnership with CLEPUL – Centre for Lusophone and European Literatures and Cultures of the Faculty of Letters, University of Lisbon –,  the Amarante Municipal Council, the National Library, the House of Liberty - Mário de Cesariny, andalongside other illustrious institutions, are now organizing an event dedicated to Teixeira de Pascoaes. This will encompass three phases, materializing in the following International Congresses: Biographies in the Portuguese Thought of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the publication of Teixeira de Pascoaes’ São Paulo, on 29, 30 and 31 of October, 2014; the celebration of the Centenary of the publication of Arte de Ser Português on October 2015;and Teixeira de Pascoaes: Thought and Mission. Commemorative Congress of the 140 years of his birth and the 65 years of his death, on March 2017.
The first phase is centered in biography as a literary genre in the third decade of the twentieth century, focusing in the poetic prose of Teixeira de Pascoaes, strongly marked by fiction and philosophy, almost in a Romanesque style, whileembodying a coherent extension of the theoretical foundations of his work.
We cannot ignore the historical-anthropologic importance the biography genre currently enjoys in the dawn of the twenty-first century in different discursive types, where philosophy and literary theory aren’t too far away, either due to the presence and narrative use of individual subjects, or by the reflexive power of this historiographical and archetypal imaginary. Not ignoring chronological barriers, it allows attending to the necessary connection between the individual, the world, and life itself, without falling for formal and limiting characterizations.
In the international landscape, this memorial genre has always enjoyed a broad dissemination and acceptance, with the exemplarycases of Saint Augustine’s magnum opus, Confessions, Montaigne’s Essais, and even with the emergence and influence of the ideas of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche, Jung’s theory of the unconscious, and the criticisms of positivism. The transgression of certain rules and assumptions regarding objectivity turns the biography genre a privileged yet complex perspective on the analysis and reflection of the individual subject.
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